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E l e a z e r Rhodes, Na t h a n i e l Prebble and John Rhoades seek 
permission to attend dovine s e r v i c e i n the Walpole Church r a t h e r 
than t h e i r own church i n Stoughton, as the Walpole Church was 
n e a r e r . | - j n 

The f o l l o w i n g p e t i t i o n was presented to the General C o u r t : — 

"To His E x c e l l e n c y Jonathan B e l c h e r , E s q . , Captain General and 
G o v e r n o r - i n - c h i e f , the Honorable, the C o u n c i l , and the Honorable 
House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of His Majesty's Province of the Massa­
c h u s e t t s Bay, i n Mow England, i n General Court assembled, Kay 29th 
1734: 
"The P e t i t i o n of E l e a z e r Rhodes, Nathaniel Prebble, and John Rhoades, 
i n h a b i t a n t s of the Town c f Stoughton, humbly Eheweth— 

"That Whorea3, by the Providence of Cod, who appoints the Bounds 
of our H a b i t a t i o n s , We, your humble P e t i t i o n e r s , l i v e so d i s t a n t 
and remote from the meeting house i n Stoughton, t h a t i t i s d i f f i c u l t 
end i m p r a c t i c a b l e f o r us and pur F a m i l i e s to attend on the P u b l i c 
Worship of God i n Stoughton, i t being 6 and. 7 miles from ad. meeting 
Hous9 to our Houses; a l s o the Way being very bad, which, r e n d e r s i t 
the more tedious t r a v e l l i n g , and inasmuch as we are more convenient 
and are near to the Town of Walpole, so as t h a t our Lands border upon 
the l i n e between the S a i d Towns, and our Houses are w i t h i n one m i l e 
and nnhnlf, and two m i l e s and an h a l f from the meeting house i n Wal­
pole, and a l s o did at the very f i r s t of the S e t t i n g up of the P u b l i c k 
Worship i n Walpole j o i n with the I n h a b i t a n t s there i n Supporting the 
Gospel, 8nd do continue to congregate and c o n t r i b u t e t h e r e , and a l s o 
have been obliged to pay equal Proportions i n a l l tho Taxo3 w i t h the 
I n h a b i t a n t s of the Town od 3tonghton. 

"For these and other Reasons that might b9 mentioned, Your humble 
P e t i t i o n e r s t h e r e f o r e pray that you would bo pleased to l o t us o f f 
from the Town of Stoxxghton, and our Lands a d j o i n i n g to our Home Lot3, 
and l a y us to the Town of Wolpolo. Hoping t h e r e f o r e t h a t you w i l l take 
the Circumstances of your P e t i t i o n e r s i n t o your wise C o n s i d e r a t i o n , 
and that you w i l l grant the Prayer of t h i s P e t i t i o n , Your P e t i t i o n e r s 
as i n Duty bound S h a l l ever F r a y . 

E l e a z e r Rhodes, 
For Himself and tho other P e t i t ' r s 

"Tn the House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , May 31st, 1734. Read and ordered 
that the P e t i t i o n e r s serve the Town of Stoughton w i t h a copy of tho 
P e t i t i o n , t h a t they shew cause ( i f any they have) on Tuesday, the 
11th of Juno next, why the Prayer t h e r e o f should not bo granted. 
Sent up f o r Concurrence. 

J . Quincy, Speaker." 

" I n C o u n c i l , May 31, 1734» Head and concurred. 
Thnd's Mason, Dep'y Sec'y." 

"Consented to. J . Belcher. 

"A true c o p y , — A t t e s t 
Triad's Mason, Dep'y Sac'y." 

Elizabeth Cottrell 
453 Winter St. 

Walpole, MA 02081 



A B r i e f 
H i s t o r y of our CSdurck . . 
/casi Ujouinoi^ Con4r e^a-ua.-iod 

Tii« people i n East Walpolo o t t e n d e d enureh i n Norwaed as t h a t was t h e 
n a a r e s t c h u r c h . Thoro were no s t r e e t c s r s t h e n , a n i u n l e s s ©-no owe si a k erse 
and c a r r i a g e , they had t o walk t h o twe m i l e s t o c h u r c h . The n e a r e s t c h u r c h 
was t h o O r t h o d o x - C e n g r e g a t i e a a l Church, w k l c k a t t h a t t i n e s t e e d j u s t ///// 
b e y o n i t k e "subway" n e a r l y o p p o s i t e Chapel S t r e e t . Many o f t h e f o u n d e r s e f 
our c h u r c h were l o n g t i m e neb era ef t h a t e h u r eh. 

on A p r i l 25,1C>77 
A few C h r i s t i a n nan and woman mat a t Mrs. Selaney Smith's k e u s e / t e o r g a n i z e 
a c h u r c h . Evan b o f o r a t h a t d a t e , s e r v i c e s wars o c c a s i o n a l l y h e l d i n town 
Sunday evenings t h r o u g h t h e k i n d n e s s of m i n i s t e r s and laymen f r o m t h e Nerwee 
Church. 

Tkey engages t k e Rev. C h a r l e s 3. S m i t h as t h e i r f i r s t M i n i s t e r . Mr. 
S m i t h was a m i d d l e a'-ad man. I n .his—e 1 r . l i an—day-a He had earned h i s way 
t h r o u g h c o l l e g e , and. i n h i s .early days as m i n i s t e r , ha b e l i e v e d t h a t no 
nan s h o u l d own a n o t h e r , and beeause of h i s a b o l i s h i o m i s t views had l o s t 
many p o s i t i o n s i n c h u r c h e s . At t h e t i m e he beean our m i n i s t e r , ho was 
e k a p l a i n a$ t h e Dedham J a i l and conducted s e r v i c e s t h e r e i n t k e m o r n i n g 
b o f e r a coming t o oreach i n East W a l p o l e . I n t h o a f t e r n e e n he c o n d u c t e d 
s e r v i c e s a t ppfcffL I s l i n g t o n I t was a v a r y busy hay f e r 5 man 
o f h i a ago. Ha l i v e d i n West Me d f e r d , and came out S a t u r d a y and s t a y e d over 
a t a f r i e n d ' s house i n I s l i n g t o n . 

Ffcem t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g t h i s was a Uoien Church, whic h i n c l u d e d CJesigregaticn 
i s t s , B a p t i s t s , U a i v e r a a l i s t a , M e t h o d i s t s and I/ E p i s c o p a l i a n s . 
I t was p r o b a b l y one af t h e f i r s t churches i n New ^ h g l a n d t o i n c l u d e a l l 
d e n e m i n a t i e n s , e l l were welcome. 

On May 5,1677 a n o t h e r meeting was h e l d a t Mrs. Smith's house t o c o n s i d e r 
f u r t h e r t h o o r g a n i z a t i o n e f a c h u r c h . At t h i s mooting A r t i c l e s o f F a i t h 
a»i Covenant were adopted and t h u s t h e y became a c h u r c h . Mr. W i l l i a m W. 
Rhoades was e l e c t e d a t the m e e t i n g , t h e f i r s t doacon s f t h e c h u r c h . An 
o f f i c e he h e l d t i l l h i s d e a t h i n 1390. 

On the f i r s t Sunday i n May 1877, l w - persons g a t h e r e d t o c e l e b r a t e t h e 
sacrament ef t h e L a r d 1 3 Supper. Church s e r v i c e s were h e l d i.-a t h e o l d 
B a l l Room o f -th* what was f o r m e r l y t h e D a v i d Morse Tavern i n East W a l p o l e 
Square. I t was t h r o u g h t h e k i n d n e s s o f t h e owner, Ron. F r a n c i s W. B i r d 
t h a t t h e c h u r c h was g i v e n f r e e use e f t h e room. T h i s room was c a l l e d B i r d 
H a l l , b u t s h o u l d n e t be confused w i t h t h e B i r d H a l l wa know, w h i c h was n o t 
b u i l t u n t i l I881q. 

At a m e e t i n g a t Deacon / / / # / / / Rhoado3« house en June 6,1382, a t t e n d e d 
bh o n l y seven members, i t was "deemed b e s t t o b u i l d 3 c h a p e l " T?3mr 
t r u s t e e s , an-3 two s o l i c i t o r s wore chosen. I n October s l e t of l a n d was 
a c q u i r e d f r o m Doa. Rhoades. Thomas W. S i l l o w a y was engaged as a r c h i t e c t 
f o r t h o c h a p e l , w h i c h was 3 0 ' by 5 0 ' . Mr. Thomas C o r b e t t t e a k h i s horse 
a n i c a r t and dug c u t t h e c o l l a r . 

On May 1 1 , I f f 3 t h e now c h a p e l was d e d i c a t e d . For t h a t day i t was a f i n * 
c h a p e l , w i t h w a l l - t o - w a l l e a r p o t i n g , o i l s i d e l i g h t s and p o s s i b l y a c e n t e r 
c h a n d e l i e r , w a l n u t p u l p i t , ///// p u l p i t c h a i r s , and communion t a b l e . The 
P*ws were s - e t t e e i . Tho o n l y heat i n t h e c h u r c h came f r o m a p a r l o r s t o v o , 
t h e g i f t a f Mr. Leonard M o l t o f Norwood. A s l i d i n g p a r t i t i o n s e p a r a t e * t h e 
v e s t r y f r o m t h e s a n c t u a r y . The windows had s t a i n e d y l a s s . 

Prom t h e b e g i n n i n g t h e r e was 3 "Sewing C i r c l e " p r o b a b l y t h o f o r e r u n n e r o f 
tho L a d i e s A i d , and Woman's Church A i d . Suppers ware r i v e n i n t n e c h u r c h 
o c c a s i o n a l l y . I t must have keen v a r y d i f f i c u l t p u t t i n g on 3 aupper, as 



Church K J s t o r y 

f l o r a was n* k i t c h e n f a c i l i t i e s i n t h e b u i l d i n g , n e i t h e r eeek-oteve, nor 
r u n n i n g w a t e r , ©r s i n k . The w a t e r had t o ho b r o u g h t f r o m t h e w e l l :>r • / 
s p r i n g on Deacon Rhoades f a r m , a c r o s s the s t r e e t f r o m t h e c h u r c h . 

For t h e d o d i c a t i o n ( a r e e d organ was borrowed f r o m Mr. Nathan Cobb f o r tha 
• s r v i o o , hut s h o r t l y a f t o r t he c h u r c h b&ught an o r g a n . A f u r n a c e was i n s t a l l s 
about 1*97, aad e l e c t r i c l i g h t s i n 1897. Miss Sarah Potto©, ©no o f t h e 
youngest o f t h e C h a r t e r Members, gave t h e c h u r c h weed f r o m her w o o d - l o t , f o r 
th o s t a y s anal f u r n a c e , and Frank Gould cams w i t h h i s sawing machine and c u t i 
up i n f u r n a c e l e n g t h s . Town water was n o t i n s t a l l e d i n t h e c h u r c h u n t i l 1911 

One o f t h e s t a u n c h workers i n t h e c h u r c h was t h e Rev. Edwin Thompson, a 
r e t i r e d m i n i s t e r e f the U & i v e r s a l i s t Church i n Norwood. Ha l i v e d i n t h e house 
on East S t r e e t j u s t i n back o f t h e F i r e S t a t i o n . Ho was an a b a l i s h i o n i s t 
b e f o r e the C i v i l War, and is* he ©ftcn l e c t u r e d en t h e s u b j e c t . A t one ©f 
th-saa l e c t u r e s F r e d e r i c k Douglas, a runaway s l a v e , was so impressed t h a t he 
t o o k Up t h o s?U38 o f h i s r a c e , and became a w o r l d famous l e c t u r e r 4 / -.the 
Freedom o f t h e S l a v e s . Mr. Thompson's house was one ef t h e f o r ) 
una orground r a i l w a y s t a t i e n s / f o r runaway s l a v e s ^ heading f o r Canada and f r e e 
com. 

I n I896 t h e s t r e e t c a r s ware put t h r o u g h f r o m Dedhom and went as f a r as Wal­
nu t Avenue i n Norwood. They war© n o t a l l o w e d t o c r o . 3 3 t h e r a i l r o a d t r a c k s a t • 
Winslews, but a f t e r - t h e Subway was b u i l t under t h a t r a c k s t h a l i n e waa ok t e n d 
t o East W a l p o l e , t h a t was i n November o f 1897. S a f e r * t h a t Mr. Madigan drove 
a wagon ( s t a g e ) f r o m "Esst V/alp l e t o Wins low 3 s t a t i o n , t o p i c k up t h e m a i l 
and passengers. One l a t e r d r i v e r o f "The STage" s a i d he k e p t a IcaaoJ r a v e l v e : 
w i t h him t o v r e t e c t H i r a s a l f and the m a i l . 

^In 1914 i t became ap p a r e n t t h a t we needad a l a r g e r c h u r c h , sp plans were put 
i n p r o g r e s s t o r a i s e money f o r a -now c h u r c h . Land on Rhoades Avenue was g i v e n 
by Mr. C h a r l e s Sumner B i r d , Plans ware o b t a i n e d f r o m t h o Boston a r c h i t e c t 
R . C I l o s t o n S t u r g i s . Tho c o n t r a c t was l o t o u t t o t h a A l l e n C o n s t r u c t i o n . Co., 
o f W a lpole. On Oct.19,1914 t h a Corner-Stene was l a i d w i t h a p p r e p r i a t a c o r e -
monies, l e d by our m i n i s t e r Rev. H a r r y S. Lewd. Tha c h u r c h c h a i r t o o k p a r t i n 
t h i s s e r v i c e . 

A p r i l 18, 1915 "was t h e b i g day. That was t h a day t h e new Church was d e d i c a ­
t e d . Tha c h u r c h was f i l l e d t o o v e r - f l o w i n g . C h a i r s had t o ho placed i n tha 
m i d d l e a l s o , and c h a i r s p l a c e d i n t h a two r o e e p t i o n ' a n d c o a t room an e i t h e r 
s i d e of tho n a r t h e x . Sarah E.Pottoo d i e d i n A p r i l 1916, t h a l a s t o f our 
C h a r t e r mo mb e r 3 . 
Now Europe was a t war, and scon we ware drawn i n t o i t . The Rev. Law si r e s i g n e d 
ss m i n i s t e r i n August o f 1915 t o d~> Y.M.C.A. work ahrevu& C u r i n g t h a World 
War I . Many o f /our young man v o l u n t e e r e d f o r s e r v i c e i n t k e U.S. Army. 
Tha f i r s t Walpole young man t o go across t o f i g h t f a r our C o u n t r y , came f r o m 
t h i s c h u r c h . 

Miaa H a r r i e t t E. W i l l i 3 s e r v e d as deaconess f r o m 1918-1919. T h i s was s f i r s t 
f o r ©ur c h u r c h 3 3 p o s s i b l y f o r our d e n o m i n a t i o n . Another f i r s t was back i n 
1* 9 5 - 9 7 whoa Rev. E l i j a h H . Roper was m i n i s t e r . His w i f e was s i s ? an o r d a i n e d 
m i n i s t o r . The Rev. Roper was not w a l l and h i s good w i f e a f t o n preached i n 
our p u l p i t , and v e r y a c c e p t a b l y , r»s one member puts i t . 



I n 1«23 t h o Rev. Jam*a A. L y t l e boos?'!© our m i n i s t e r * ' t i s w i f e Bertha Roed 
L y t l e t o o k charge o f t h e music. She was an accomplished, m u s i c i a n and c h o i r 
d i r e c t o r . She o r g a n i z e d art o r c h e s t r a and became p r e s i d e n t o f t h o l a d i e s 
g r o u p , t h e L a d i © 3 Aid cud M i s s i o n a r y Union whi c h merged i n t o t h e Woman's 
Church A i d . Nor sudden d e a t h on Janua r y 30,192.5 a t the ago e f 5 4 , was a 
g r e a t blow t o &ur c h u r c h . However Rev. L y t l a c a r r i e d on d o i n g e x c e l l e n t 
work i n t h e p a r i s h . Mr. L y t l a s t r o v e f o r t h r o e t h i n g s f o r out 5Cth a n a i v e 
s o r y . T h e - vzarc a parsonage, an e n l a r g e d c h u r c h ana a p i p e - o r g a n * A t f i r s t 
i t seemed i m p o s s i b l e , b u t o b s t i c l - o s never stood i n Rev. L y t i c . ' s way. Mrs. 
Margery B i r d o f f e r e d t o b u i l d a c h a n c e l >*t onto t h a c h u r c h aa a memorial t o 
her husband, F r a n c i s W.Bird. The c h u r c h voted t o accept her generous o f f e r . 
A f u n d W3 3 s t a r t e d f o r a now parsonage and a l s o f o r a pipe-organ.. Rot a or 
a l l t h r e e p r o j e c t s were c o m p l e t e d . 

A f t e r b u i l d i n g t h e c h a n c e l Mrs. B i r d saw t n a t t h o r e s t e f t h a c h u r o h s h o u l d 
be b r o u g h t i n t o k e e p i n g w i t h t h e c h a n c e l . So t h a whole c h u r o h was r e - n a w e i 
new pews of t h a c o l o n i a l t y p e , new c o l o n i a l l i g h t f i x t u r e s and c h a n d e l i e r s , 
i a s e h a b l i n d s a t t h e windows, pews put i n t h e b a l c o n y , a new k i t c h e n , i n 
th e basement, e t c . Tha c h a n c e l i s b e a u t i f u l w i t h i t s ©lack and w h i t e 
b e l g i a h marble t i l e d f l o o r . On Deo ember 1 1 , 1927 t h e n-*w r e n o v a t e d church, 
was r e - d i e a t e d . 

Tha c h a n c e l i s d e s c r i b e d t h u s : "The Chancel i s of r a r e b e a u t y . The s t o p s 
l e a d i n g up t o i t aro w h i t e marble (Mad the f l o o r o f a l t e r n a t e squares a f 
w h i t e and alacV; anct g o l d B e l g i a n marble." Tha a l t a r l a o f r i c h mahogany 
w i t h a mahogany Qhippandalo c h a i r a t each oad• The d o r s a l c l o t h i s e f a r i c h 
r e d t a p e s t r y matching t h e c u s h i o n s i n t h s pews. The l e c t e r n B i b l e •'rest i s 
an eagle carved »ut e f a b l o c k e f mahogany, r e s t i n g on a p i l l a r . The two 
l o n g mahogany pews a t t h e r i g h t o f t h e Chancel i s f a r t h e c h o i r . There 
wer« many g i f t s and memorials g i v e n a t t h e t i n s o f t h e d e d i c a t i o n . 

I n 1954.-55 t h e c h u r c h was a g a i n e n l a r g e d . T h i s t i m e SundayQscheel c l a s s room 
and a l o r go h a l l ( H e r b e r t H a r r i s o n H a l l ) were added, and d e d i c a t e d . Tha 
l a t e s t a d d i t i o n i s the b e a u t i f u l Chapel, g i v e n by Mr. & Mrs. A x e l H. Ander­
son. T h i s c h u r c h i s ens o f t h a most b e a u t i f u l f o r i t s s i z e i n t h o c o u n t r y . 

D u r i n g t h e s e 100 years eur c h u r c h b u i l t a m parsonage i n 1 9 1 1 , bought anotho 
t o r e p l a c e i t i n 1724- and our now paraonago was bought i n 1762/ 

///'//////////// D u r i n g t h s s a 100 y e a r s many m a n o r i a l s have been olaced. i n 
tha c h u r o h , i n l o v i n g memary o f same o f those who w o r s h i p p e d h e r e , and h e l p s 
t o b u i l d t h a t C h r i s t i a n l i f e o f t h e c h u r c h . Tha f i r s t o f t h e s e m a t e r i a l s o f 
w h i c h we neve any r e c o r d , i s our Communion S e r v i o o w h i c h we use every commu­
n i o n Sunday. T h i s was g i v e n i n l o v i n g memory e f M r 3 . C y n t h i a , F u l t o n , by her 
d a u g h t e r Mrs. C l a r a Morse. 

Two o f eur v i u i s t a r s had spent p a r t of t h e i r e a r l y y e a r s i n t h e m i s s i o n a r y 
f i e l d . They worn t h e Rev. F r a n c i s 7). George m i n i s t e r here f r o m 1909 - 1 9 1 2 . Ho 
has/ 3 pent some y e a r s as a m i s s i o n a r y i n I n d i a , seen a f t e r he l o f t Seminary. 
The e t h e r m i n i s t e r was Rov. E b n j a r d n F. P a r k i n s (1397-1901) who had l e b o r a a 
i n t h e m i s s i o n a r y f i e l d our West, i n h i s e a r l y day* a f t e r l e a v i n g A ubover-
/////// Academy.1 

Betwaan 1944-45 •*« hundrod and n i n e young men end women e n t e r e d t h e s e r v i c e 
of t h e i r C o u n t r y i n World War I I . S i x young men made t h e suprama s a c r i f i c e . 
Two young men l o s t t h e i r I L v a s i n t h e Korean C o n f l i c t , f r o m t h i s C h u r c h . 



- I l ­

i a 195° our Church h i r e d a house and cared f o r 100 persons of DP f a m i l i e s 
The house 'was f u r n i s h e d 'with a l l t h o n e c e s s i t i e s f o r heusa k e e p i n g . As soon 
as one f a m i l y moved out t o t a k e h i s own place i n the w e r l d , a n o t h e r f a m i l y 
meveJ i n . Our Church r e c e i v e d s c e r t i f i c a t e s igned by a l l these DP f a m i l i e s 
i n a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r our h u m a n i t a r i a n ! i n c a r i n g f o r those homeless p e o p l e , 
and welcoming them t o a new l i f o i n t h e f r o e w o r l d . 

Our Church reaches out f u r t h e r i n s e n d i n g money and s l o t h i n g and f e e d t o 
those i n need. Tons of c l o t h i n g are s o n t f r o m our Church p e r i o d i c a l l y . 

F i v e young man f r o m our Church have e n t e r e d t h e m i n i s t r y and have churches 
e f t h e i r awn. 

On May 2,1076 Sunday t h e Church 3 t s r t c . I a y e a r - l o n g c e l e b r a t i o n «STp i t s 1 0 0 t h 
A n n i v a r s s r y . 

The Rev. Robert P. N e b l e , J r . , i s cur p r e s e n t m i n i s t e r . Re cam* t o us I n 1070 
As a l e a d e r , m i n i s t e r and F r i e n d he i s l o v e d and r e s p e c t e d by t h e whole 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , and h i s w i f e i s h e l d i n h i g h eatean.esteem. Kay t h e y r e ­
main w i t h us f o r n l o n g t i m e . 

d-aiict.toC. w • • • r k e r a — i i t h x—okur c \,—ware—h otter .. '7—iej—b ••w ',—J !••»>.: t ; 7 9 v e a a i fr.s 
E i v . ^ r l t i . ID-'fui' Th:y ur x ! h . i . 







i s t c r y * f the Union Cengl. Church 
' of E a s t Walpele 

A Y s a r ef C e l e b r a t l e t t — 

On Sunday Hay 2,1^7-6 the Church bpgtn a year ef c e l e b r a t i o n i n honor of 
iHS-a 100th a n n i v e r s a r y of i t s founding. Taking part i n tha s e r v i c e besides 
our p a s t e r , the Rev. Robert P. Nobis,Jr., wore Rav, ^ l a r e n c e F u l l e r , 
s e n i o r pester »f t h ; F i r s t Congregational Church i n Melrose, The Rev. 
Frank V i e t z e , pastor ef tha Bethany Congregational Church i n 3ridg«n*rt, 
Cenn., and Rev. J e f f r e y Johnson, a s s o c i a t e m i n i s t e r of the F i r s t B s s t i s t 
Church i n Maiden. A l l of these young m i n i s t e r s r e c e i v e d t h e i r oarly B i b l e 
i n s t r u c t i o n i n our Church, Tha Rev. J e f f r e y Johns on was ordained i n our 
church // i n 1975* Rev. Clarence F u l l e r ereached/ tha sermon, while Rev. 
Prank V i e t z c administered the communism. An appropriate hymn, the words of / 
which were w r i t t e n by our pastor, which etftlined the eriy.in ef t h i s church, 
i n an " upper room" i n Moras Tavern/ b u i l d i n g , i t s present b e a u t i f u l church 
*©3i«i« the aark, and asked God' a guidance i n t o tho f u t u r e . The words of the 
anthem sung t h a t day were w r i t t e n f o r the d e d i c a t i o n ef our f i r s t church i n 
I883, Thro3 granddaughters of an e s r l y m i n i s t e r of t'ai3 church wore our 
guests ef honor. Ho w«s the Rav. Benjamin F r a n k l i n P e r k i n s , pastor here from 
1697 -1901. The Bast Walpole L i b r a r y , our old church e u i l d l n g , was open i n 
the afternoon f o r i n s p e c t i o n by the congregation cud guests. Following 
the s e r v i c e was a banquet i n Herbert Harrison H a l l , 0 the * a r i s h H a l l , 
The Women's Church Aid, brought i n a l a r g e birthday-cake w i t h ana candle 
»n i t . Miss Mildron A. P e r k i n s , one. of our honored guests was asked tn blew 
out the e a n i l a and cut the f i r s t piece ef the cake. A f t e r the dinner, the 
congregation viewed, the d i s p l a y of h i s t o r i c documents and p i c t u r e s r e l a t i n g 
bo tha h i s t o r y of the church, i n c l u d i n g the h i s t o r i c o r i g i n a l S i l v e r Baptis­
mal Pent, the p u l p i t lamp, ancient c l o c k , and c o l l e c t i o n boxes. 

sketches ef 
A s p e c i a l cover f o r our Sunday Churoh programs, shewing/the o r i g i n a l church, 
a ad our present church, both drawn by our church member Geraine K i r k . As 
part ef the r e c o g n i t i o n of our 100th. a n n i v e r s e r y , a now and up-to-date h i s ­
tory of cur church and c e l e b r a t i o n i s boin* compiled. 

On Iby 2 3 , 1976a "Hawaiian Night" was held, with s supper af Hawaiian food, 
and an i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k an Hawaii by our a s s i s t a n t m i n i s t e r Rev. Nathan 
Harada, 0 n a t i v e ef Hawaii. ••Burin-; the—«v•<.•: v,.. The t s b l s s a t t h i s f e a s t 
were decorated with f l o w e r s end palm l e a f 3 shipped i n f r o n RawaJ i f o r t n i 3 
o c c a s i o n . A f t e r - / / i ' / '(///$// oalng ceacheR ey Rev. Harada i n h i s n a t i v e tengu 
the congregation s t o o l and sang t h a t f a v o r i t e old hymn " P r a i s e God From Whom 
A l l B l e s s i n g s Plow" i n Hawaiian. 

A parish, s u p ^ r of L a ^ a t a r and reost-b«-jf waa tha P a r i s h lis 11 on Juu. 
5, and on June 13, C h i l d r e n ' s Sunday, the c h i l d r e n ©reosred 3 s e r v i c e f o c u s ­
ing en our 100th a n n i v e r s a r y . At the 'Tillage P a i r ef sfttvui 12th, our Church 
entered a f l o a t i n the parade, shewing I s r y e p i c t t i r e s of eur f i r s t and nr*3a: 
church*/. T a i s f l o a t was designed the the p i c t u r e s drawn to s c a l e by James K i j 
T* help us c e l e b r a t e end toko part i n tha c e l e b r a t i o n , three former minister; 
of tho church com© back to ©reach. They t/arc Rev. Richard 3. C a r l e ten en Juno 
27, Rev. Leo Sandan,Jr., on October 10th, and Rav. John E. Morgan on Januar; 
9th . 

On J u l y hth a f t e r 3 s p e c i a l s e r v i c e ef c e l e b r a t i o n , at 2 P.M. our church 
b e l l joined a l l the other church b e l l s throughout the vast n a t i o n to r i n g 
i n our nation's 200th birthday. 

During the summer our seminarian P a t t i Welch, A! Booastra, one of our laymen 
sr d Wayne Hanson, whs i s studying f or O rdination 3 n the E p i s c o p a l church, 
e l l conducted s e r v i c e s . 



~~C- — 
H Year C s l e b r s t i e z i - -

On J u l y 1 1 t h t h e f-uest aroac'iar was t h e Rav. Lo« Wfeiston, p a s t o r e m e r i t u s a f 
O r i g i n a l C o n g r e g a t i o n a l Churoh o f Wrontham. Mr. W h i s t o n i s the a u t h o r o f 
t h r e e foeeks on t h a l e s p e l o f Mark. 

O n Sept. 1 2 t h an a d u l t 3 i b l e Glass was farmed, and aa t h a 17 was t h e a n n u a l 
Church F a i r . 

H o l l a n d N i g h t was en Oct.3. A supper a f Du^c'u f o o d was prepared f o r t h e p a r i 
a f t e r w h i c h an I l l u s t r a t e d / / / / / / I n c t u r 3 waa p r e s e n t e d by Mr. A l Seerastra 
aa h i s n a t i v e H o l l a n d , t h a b e a u t i f u l l a n d o f c a n a l s /// w i n d m i l l s and t u l i p s 
H o l l a n d was t h e ha van f a r t h e a a r l y P i l g r i m s b e f o r e c a n i n g t o A m e r i c a • 

On Oeteber 1 7 t h , a s p e c i a l s e r v i c e o f w o r s h i p f o c u s i n g en t h e A merican Ine'ias 
M i n i s t r i e s , l a d by Mrs. P h y l l i s B a l d w i n , who l a eenneeted w i t h t h e American 
I n d i a n a f f a i r s o f t h e U n i t e d Church ef C h r i s t . She t o l a -af bar work among 
tha I n d i a n s an«l e s p e c i a l l y of tho I n d i a n s c h o o l a t B i s n a r k , N o r t h D a k o t a . 
T h i s t a l k was j p s p e e i e l f f i //^/ c f i n t e r a s t t o ua as eur Church had s e a t //// 
s h o r t l y b e f o r e , a ' g i f t e f $1200.00 t o t h i s s e h e e l i n memory o f Mrs. P h y l l i s 
Johnson, mother o f Rev. J e f f r e y Johnson. I t waa her d y i n g w i s h t h a t a sum 
of money he s e n t t o an I n d i a n s c h o o l i n 'car memory. 

s s s o i s l 
D u r i n g t h i 3 a n n i v e r s a r y y e a r our c h u r o h o r g a n i s t s e l e c t e d / m u s i c f r o m e a r l y 
American composers f o r t h e organ and c h a i r . On Doc.12th t h e M a d r i g a l S i n g e r : 
o f the Walpole H i g h School sang d u r i n g the s e r v i c e , and -a n J a n . 9 t h whan 
Rev. Mr.Morgan was h a r e , Donald Adams and h i s w i f e S l i i a were g u e s t s o l o i s t s , 
On Feb. 2 0 t h t h a Baystatestnen sang s e v e r a l hymns d u r i n g , t h e servSico, and on 
March 2 7 t h the c h o i r sang t h e Motet " G a l l i a " by Gounod. 

•
OP. Fab. 1 5 t h " S t a r d u s t -S PKnypPj" t h e 6 t h annual c h a r i t y b e l l was "B von i n 
the p a r i s h ho 1 1 . T h i s i s put en the yeung people c f t h a c h u r c h . 

On A p r i l 7 t h Miss Betsy Boise, a Walpole H i g h School S e n i o r gave a piano 
r e c i t a l . 

May 1 , 1977 Sunday, was t h a c l o s i n g hay o f our year l o n g c e l e b r a t i o n . Duri.n; 
t h i s s e r v i c e t h a "Deacon's Pew" i n t h e c h a n c e l was d e d i c a t e d i n m.mory o f 
Deacon W i l l i a m W. Rhoades, our f i r s t deacon who b a l d o f f i c e f r o m 1577 t i l l 
h i s d-iath i n 1390. Hia g r e a t - g r a n d s o n Kenneth Piarc© i s a marcher o f our 
Church. The second ////////// was // t h a o r i g i n a l o l d s i l v e r B a p t i s m a l Font 
whic h was d e d i c a t e d i n memory o f our f i r s t m i n i s t e r , t h a Rav. C n a r l o s 3, 
S m i t h (1677-15 9 1 ) . A f t e r the s e r v i c e s p a r i s h d i n n e r was s a r v e d by Don 
and Regi Brennan, our famous c h e f s . A f t e r w h i c h t h a people had a chance t o 
3 3 9 a l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n of h i s t o r i c i t o r r a , documents and p i c t u r e s r e l a t i n g 
t o our Church's 100 yamrs ee s e r v i c e t o t h e community. 

3a3id.es t h a many o h a r i t i e s t h a Women' s Church A i d g i v e t o , t h e Church s e n t 
$5,000.00 as t h e i r g i f e t e t h e 17/76 Fund t o a i d Negro c o l l e g e s t h r o u g h o u t 
the n a t i o n . T-.iase were n o t s p e c i a l g i f t s baccus-s of t i c a n n i v e r s a r y , b u t 
haypanad d u r i n g t h o a n a i v e r s a r y y e a r . 

•6ra.uk R. L o r r a b c a May 10,1977 

http://3a3id.es
http://%e2%80%a26ra.uk
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9 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y 
S u n d a y , A p r i l 30, h a s b e e n d e ­

signated A n n i v e r s a r y S u n d a y for 
the U n i o n C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h , 
the congregation of the U n i t e d 
C h u r c h of C h r i s t , the c h u r c h 
building of w h i c h is located on 
Rhoades avenue i n E a s t W a l ­
pole. 

U n i o n C h u r c h w a s es tabl i shed 
May 5, 1877, by a group of p e r ­
sons from s e v e r a l d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 
b a c k g r o u n d s . T h e struggl ing c o n ­
gregat ion w a s g r e a t l y dependent 
upon the support of the M i s s i o n a r y 
Society of Boston . As the congre ­
gation i n c r e a s e d , a " c h a p e l " w a s 
c o n s t r u c t e d on the c o r n e r of 
U n i o n street a n d Wolcott a v e n u e . 
T h i s b u i l d i n g • c u r r e n t l y serves 
as q u a r t e r s for the E a s t W a l p o l e 
b r a n c h of the Walpole L i b r a r y . 

T h e present c h u r c h b u i l d i n g 
w a s dedicated A p r i l 18, 1915: on 
that date the first c h u r c h b e l l to 
r i n g in E a s t Walpole w a s h e a r d . 
I n 1927 the nave w a s r e m o d e l e d 
and the beauti ful c h a n c e l w a s 
designed a n d c o n s t r u c t e d . O n O c ­
tober 31, 1954, the p a r i s h house, 
i n c l u d i n g the large f e l l o w s h i p 
hal l , the reception room, the c h a ­
pel , and addit ional C h u r c h S c h o o l 
r o o m s , w a s completed. 

fiJiuiiHiiiriiriimTfffiFtimiiHimiiiifmmiifififtiiiimiiiiniiiMifimiiniiiiiiittHimiinjiiniinini 

GUEST PREACHER at the Union Con­
gregational Church will be Rev. Dr. 
Myron W. Fowell, secretary, Mass. 
Conference of the United Church of 
Christ. Dr. Fowell, the author of a 
variety of pamphlets and papers in 
the area of social ethics, will preach 
on "The Church That Is In Thy 

T h e most r e c e n t c a p i t a l i n ­
vestment for the c h u r c h edifice is 
a complete ly a u t o m a t i c f ire a l a r m 
s y s t e m w h i c h s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n ­
c r e a s e s the scope of protection 
of property a n d life . 

T h e C o n g r e g a t i o n voted , J a n . 
26, 1961, to aff i . iate w i t h m e r g e r 
of the E v a n g e l i c a l a n d R e f o r m e d 
a n d the Congregat ional C h r i s t i a n 
C h u r c h e s into the U n i t e d C h u r c h 
of C h r i s t . 

T h e c h u r c h today is essent ia l ly 
a " c o m m u n i t y " c h u r c h although 
its heri tage is Congregational 
C h r i s t i a n a n d it m a i n t a i n s an a c ­
t ive and r e s p o n s i b l e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
w i t h the U n i t e d C h u r c h of C h r i s t . 
A m o n g its m o r e than 500 a c t i v e -
r e s i d e n t m e m b e r s are p e r s o n s 
from almost e v e r y C h r i s t i a n de­
n o m i n a t i o n . T h o u g h a n u c l e u s 
of the congregation a r e res idents 
of E a s t W a l p o l e , m a n y famil ies 
from other sect ions of Walpole , 
South N o r w o o d , N o r w o o d , W e s t -
w o o d , W r e n t h a m , C a n t o n , etc. , 
are c o m m u n i c a n t s . 

C u r r e n t l y the congregation's 
m i s s i o n h a s b e e n e x p e r i e n c i n g a 
steady, i f u n s p e c t a c u l a r , increase 
i n scope a n d inf luence . D u r i n g 
the p a s t four y e a r s there h a s been 
a s igni f icant i n c r e a s e i n s t e w a r d ­
s h i p w i t h a d r a m a t i c i n c r e a s e i n 
giving to the w i d e r m i s s i o n of the 
C h u r c h . A p p r o x i m a t e l y 25 p e r ­
cent of a l l g i v i n g c u r r e n t l y goes 
to benevolences and C h r i s t i a n 
W o r l d Miss ion beyond the l o c a l 
p a r i s h . T h e act ive C h u r c h S c h o o l 
is f o r m u l a t i n g plans for w e e k d a y 
c l a s s e s for the older c h i l d r e n a n d 
youth . A t t e n d a n c e at the F a m i l y 
S e r v i c e has averaged a 33 p e r c e n t 
i n c r e a s e o v e r the p a s t four y e a r s . 
A u x i l i a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c l u d e a 
p o p u l a r and act ive p r o g r a m for 
the J r . a n d S r . P i l g r i m F e l l o w ­
s h i p s ; a n act ive Men's C l u b , a n d 
the Women 's C h u T c h A i d . 

T h e guest p r e a c h e r for the 
F a m i l y S e r v i c e , A p r i l 30, w i l l be 
the R e v . D r . M y r o n W . F o w e l l , 
S e c . for C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l Act ion , 
Massachusetts Conference of the 
U n i t e d C h u r c h of C h r i s t . R e v . 
F o w e l l is subst i tut ing for the 
R e v . D r . A lbert P e n n e r , P r e s i ­
dent of the C o n f e r e n c e , w h o h a d 
to cance l h is v i s i t w i t h the c o n ­
g r e g a t i o n for reasons of a l i m i t e d 
schedule due to i l l n e s s . T h e s a c ­
r a m e n t of H o l y C o m m u n i o n w i l l 
be celebrated, w i t h the P a s t o r , 
R e v . L e o S a n d o n , J r . , the c e l e ­
brant . A n anthem by the combin­
ed J u n i o r , I n t e r m e d i a t e , a n d 
C T , » — 1 - I A A M —111 V ~ ~t(™~nA 
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T M.g A n t h e m / w r i t t e n f o r t h e C h o i r i n our Church (Union C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
Church o f East W a l p o l e , Mass. ) was f l r a t oung i n our Church on T h e n l r a f — -
g i v i n g Sunday, November 20, 1936. - - t h i s copy was made by one o f the C h u l r 
members. ' " 


